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mack, and to encreafe Hypochondriacal difeales, and {o cook’d
now, as if it wereto be trans’form’d into 2 Caudle or Cuftard.

A curions and exalt Relation

of 4 Sand-floud, which hath lasely overwhelmed agreat tract of

Land inthe County of Sufolks together with an account of the
Check in part given to it 5 Communicated in an obliging Letter
10 the Publifher, by that Worthy Gentleman Thomas Wrighe
Efquire, living upon the place, and a [ufferer by that Deluge.

IR, 1 beg your pardon, that I bhave not made an earlier return
S to the Letter, by giving you the account, you required of
thofe prodigious Sands, whichI have the unhappinefs to beal-
moft buried in, and by which a confiderable part of my fmall
fortune is quite fwallow’d up, But I affure you, my filence was
not the refult of any neglect, but racher of my refpeés to you,
whofe employments I know are too great to {uffer you often, v4-
care nugis, 'Thetruthis, Ifufpended the giving you any trouble,
till I was put into feme capacity -of anfwering the whole Letter,
as well concerning thofe few Improvements, thispart of the Na-
tion has madein Agricalture, as thefe wonderful Sands, which al-
though they inhabit with and upon me, and have not yet
exceeded one Century, fince they firt broke prifon, I could not
without fome difficulty trace to their Original, But I now find
it to bein a Warren in Lakenheath (2 Town belonging to the
Dean and Chapter of Ely, diftant not above 5 miles, and lying
South-weft and by weft of this place) where fome great Sand-hills
(whereof there 1s ftill a remainder) having the Swperficics | or
fword of the ground (as we call it} broken by the impetuous
5outh-we(t winds, blew upon fome of the adjacent grounds ; which
being mach of the fame nature, and having nothing but a thin
cruft of barren earth to fecure its good behaviour, was foon rot-
ted and.diffolved by the other Sand, andthereby eafily fitted to
increafe the Mafs, and tobear it company in this ftrange pro-
orefs,

“At the fift Eruption thereof (which does not much exceed the
memories of fome perfons ftill living) I {uppofle, the whole Ma-
gazin of Sand could not cover above 8, or 10 acres of ground,

which increaf’d into6 a 10co acres, before the Sand had
travail’d
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travailed 4 miles from its firft aboad. Indeed it mee with this
advantage, that till it came into this Town, all theground, it
paftover, was almoft of as mutinous a nature as it felf, and want-
ed nothingbut fuch a Companion tofletit free, and to follicit it
to this new Invafion, ~ All the oppofition it met with in its
Journy hither, wasfrom one Farm-houfe, which ftood within a
mile and a half from its firft fource, This the Owner at firft en-
deavourd to have fecur’d by foree and building of Bulworks a-
gainft the Affaults thereof 5 but this wing’d Enemy was not to
be fo oppof’d : which, after fome difpute, the Owner perceiving,
did not only flight the former Works, but all his Fences, and
what el(e might obftruct the paflage of thisunwelcome gueft,
andin four years effeted that by a Compliance and Submiffion,
which could never have been doneupon other terms : In which
he was fo fuccefsful, as that there is fcarce any footfteps left of
this mifchievous Enemy, ‘ ;

*Tis between 30and 4o years, fince it firft reacht the bounds
of this Town ;5 where it continued for 10, or 12 years in the
Out-skirts, without doing any confiderable mifchief to the fame.
The reafon of which 1 guefs to be, that its Current was then
down-hill; which fhelterd it from thofe winds, that gave it mo-
tion, - But that Valley being once paft, it went above a mile
(wp-kill) in two months time, and over-ran 200 acres of very
good Corn the {ame year, ’Tis now got into the body of this
little Town, where it hach buried and deftroy’d divers Tene-
ments and other Houfes, and has inforc’d us to preferve the ree
mainder at a greater charge than theyare worth, Which doubt-
lefs hadalfo peritht, had not my affeGion to this poor dwelling
oblig’d me to preferve it ata greater expence than it was built:
Where at laft | have given it fome Check,though for 4,0r 5.years
our Attaques on both fides were with fo various {uccefs, as the
Vi&ory remain'd very ambiguous, For, it had (o poffeft all our
Avenues, .asthere was no paffage tous but over two Walls of 8,
or 9.-foot high (which incompaffd a fmall Grove before my
houfe, now almoft buriedin the Sand;) nay, it was once fo near
aconqueft, asat oneend of my houfe it was pofleft of my Yard,
and had blown up to the Eves of moft of my out-houfes, At the
other end it had broke down my Garden-wall, and ftoptall pal-

fage that way, .
But
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But during thefe hard and various skirniethes Iobferved, that
that Wing of Sand, that gaveme theaffault, beganto contradt
into a much lefs compafs, For by ftopping of it 4, ory, years
(what I could) with Furre-hedges, fet upon one another, as faft
as the Sand levell’'d them (which I find to be the beft Expe-
dient to hinder its paffage, and by which I have raifed Sand-
banks near 20 yards high) Ibrought it into the Circuit of about
8. or 1oacres : And then in oneyear by laying {ome hundreds
of Loads of Muck and good earth uponit, I have again reduced
it to Terra firma, have clear’d all my Walls, and by che affiftance
and kindnefs of my neighbours (who help'd me away with above
1500 loads in one month) cut a paflage to my houfe through the
main body thereof,

But the other end of the Town met with a much worfe fate,
where divers dwellings are buried or overthrown, and our Paftures
and Meadows (which were very confiderable to {o fmall a Town,
both for quantity and quality) over-run and deftroy’d: And the
branch of the River 04z, upon which we border, (being better
known by the name of Thetford-or Brandon-River, between
which two Towns_we lye,) tor 3 miles together fo fill'd wi:h
Cand, that now 2 Veffel with two load weighe paffech with as
much difficulty as before with 1o,  But had not the ftream in-
terpo(’d, to ftop its paflage into Norfolk, doubtlefs a good part
of th t Country had ere now been left a defolate Trophy of this
Conquering Enemy,  Foraccording to the proportionof its in-
creafe in thefe 5 miles, which was from 16, acr, to 15 ¢, or
20 oy in tomi'es more of thefame {oil it would have been {well’d
to a great vaftnefs,

And now, Sir, I hive given you the Hiftory of our Sands. I
fhall out of my refpeés to your defign, (which I tuly vene-
rate, and fhould be glad to be {ubfervient to in the meaneft capa-
city) make this poor Effay towards a Dilcovery of a Reafon and
Ganfe of this ftrange Accident  Where the firft thing obferva-
ble to me is the quality and fituation of the Country, in which
this troublefome Gueft firft took his rife ; which lyes Eaff-
Nord-Eaft of a part of the great Levelof the Fenns, and is there-
by fully expofed to the rage of thofe Impetuous blafts, we year-
ly receive out of the oppofite-quarter : which, Ifuppole, acquire

more
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more than an ordinary vigor by the winds paffing through (o Jong
a Tra& without any check (which, when it has gone {o far in
triumph, makes its firft aflaults wich the greater fury.) The o-
ther thing, that contributes toit, is, the extream Sandinefs of the
Soyl, thelevity of which, Ibelieve, gaveoccafionto that Land-
ftory of the Actions that ufe to be brought in Norfolk for Grounds
blown out of the Owners poffeflion, But this County of S«fflk
is more friendly in that particular, I having hitherto pofleffed
great quanties of this Wandring land, without any {cruple ; which
I fhould yet be glad to be ridd off without any thing for the keep-
ing, if the Owners would but do me kindnefs to fetch icaway,

As toour Georgicks, they are fo little the care and ftudy of any
Ingenious perfons in thefe parts, that I am atham’d, I muft befo
breef upon a Subje@ {o much every bodie’s concern, The great-
eft matters that have beendone, hath been by Marling : For,
50 load of Marle to an acre of dry barren lingy Heath make (as
they fay) a very great improvement both for Corn , Turuips,
Clover-grafs, Nonfuch and Cole-feed, Of the 3 fuft, I fuppofe,
Ineed tofay nothing. Butof the 2,1aft, (which arelate Expe-
riments) Thave received a very good account from fome Nof[ol;é
Gentle-men,one of whom the laft year had of 7 acre of Non-fuch
or Hopp-Clover 70 loads of Seed, befides a great crop of good
Hay 5 which was twice as much worth as the beft crop of Wheat
inthis Country, ' Tis fown (as the Common Clover) with Corn,
and whenit once takes, itwill hold 4 times aslong in the ground,
About a bufhel and an half {oweth an Acres and the Seedis now
brought to 12 s, the Comb (or 4 bufhels) which was lately at
40s, ‘Thefame Gentleman had the laft year 10 Combs per acre
ofColefeed upon avery dry heath (only improv’d by arling)
and was this year in expe&ation of a much greater crop, when I
laft faw him, Iam, Sir, Your, &c,

Downham Arenarum, in Swffolk, July 6, 1668,
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